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A clarion call to Sri Lankan .
~expatriates abroad !

»

A great opportunity to be engaged with the
motherland in a mutually rewarding and reinforcing
manner

Let us join the digital platform and be a dynamic force
and strategic partner in national development

Visit: NSF website http:/www.nsf.gov.lk for details



Background

* There are nearly three million Sri Lankan expatriates and emigrants,
including an appreciable number of reputed scientists and professionals
holding senior positions in academia, R&D institutions and industry
abroad.

* They undoubtedly constitute a formidable potential asset of Sri Lanka
which has hitherto been almost untapped and untouched for national
development.




Goal

To tap the potential of the highly competent Sri Lankan Expatriates in S & T,
Industry, Higher Education, etc. for National Development.

Objectives

1. Provide greater opportunities for higher education and capacity building
2. Enhance academic cooperation and research collaboration
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3. Create a culture of creativity and innovation

4. Promote joint publications and ranking of Sri versities 7N
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5. Facilitate technology transfer for industrial d
6. Promote joint enterprises/business partnershib



Fields that can benefit from the Digital Platform

* Higher Education

* Science and Technology

* Industry

* Trade and Export

* Foreign Direct Investment
* Tourism, etc.




Development of the Digital Platform

* Developed by the Sri Lanka Association for Software and Services Companies
(SLASSCOM)

e Currently at the latter stages of development
* To be launched in December, 2020

&« C @& elephantcrew.global/nf ene < im} elephantcrew.global o [u] a

timeReport COLOMBO City..) - YouTube  Moet Magento .| Eventbrite Code Smells  Office 2016 .. Aaronwebnet  Apple  cPanel X Google Maps  News v National Retall Federation »

atsC.. @ My\View- Smart Lo

_ ¥ > ) RE: Requesting... (65) Messagin... 101 Videos - Go.. Inbox (16,679)... Post Attendee... ‘Member Regist... SriLankan star..  +
Talking: Ashique Ali = L= L
Ashique Ali Logout T

HOME  DISCUSSION  ARTICLE  DIRECTORY  SUGGESTIONS LOGIN

@ rink

HOME

A digital platform to strengthen networking and tapping the global talent

pool for socio-economic advantage
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At present with the global knowledge-based economy, countries are increasingly relying on science and technology (S&T) skills and infrastructure for
competitive advantage. In this knowledge-based economy, physical assets have been replaced with intellectual assets where science, technology and
innovation play a key role. The number of researchers per million population in Sri Lanka are 258 and it is 106 when considered in terms of full-time
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compared with developed countries which is more or less 4000 researchers per million population. Therefore, increasing the number of researchers in Sri
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nd expatriates abroad will be developed to support the backend of the platform. This
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digital platform will be an effective short- term strategy to enhance critical mass and harness the untapped talent pool from around the world at a minimal
cost. The platform will facilitate the followings
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+ Greater access to opportunities for higher education and short-term training.
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* Online registration
e 737 registrants as at 18.11.2020

NSF Expatriate Database
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Row Labels

Australia
Austria

Bahrain
Belgium
Botswana
Canada
China
Estonia

Fiji

Finland
France
Germany
India
Indonesia
Ireland

Italy

Japan
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Oman
Philippines
Qatar

Saudi Arabia
Singapore
South Africa
Sri Lanka
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States of America
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Grand Total
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Registrants at the NSF Expatriate Database as at 18.11.2020
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Series of Webinars with the Sri Lankan Expatriate
Professionals

Webinar No. Country/Region Date Time (SL time) Number of Expatriates
1 Australia 18th August 02.00 p.m. 42
2 USA 08t September 08.00 a.m. 41
3 UK 24t September 02.00 p.m. 30
4 Canada 06t" October 08.00 a.m. 20
5 EU region 13t October 02.00 p.m. 14
6 Japan 20t October 02.30 p.m. 11
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Webinars with active participation of distinguished Sri Lankan professionals,
academics and scientists living abroad was a great success!
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Summary

Australia:

Prerequisites for successful implementation of the platform:

e Identification of high priority areas in Sri Lanka as per the
national policy framework,

* Determination of the intellectual resource base in
academia and R & D Institutions and their
capacity building needs,

* Matching them with the competencies and interests of
the expatriates in a mutually rewarding manner through a
multi-disciplinary approach.
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A keen interest to contribute in a wide array of fields

such as;

* Production of pharmaceuticals,

e Quality control of herbal products,

* Water and marine resource development,

* Promoting innovation and capacity building in higher
education and R&D institutions,

* Industry-institutional partnerships,

* Inculcating innovation culture at the school level,

* Bringing ethical and social standards to the equation



Summary
UK:

Expressed keen interest and desire to contribute to capacity
and critical mass building and competency enhancement in;

Renewable energy

Disaster management

Higher education

Artificial intelligence

Intellectual property rights

Development of smart cities

Transformational research

Tapping global cluster communities

Knowledge transfer seminars

Improvement of quality and standard of Sri Lanka journals
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Canada:

Key points discussed:

* Need for vertical and horizontal integration
of universities R&D institutions and funding agencies

e Sharing of information on the expatriates with the local
academic and research community

e Collaborative research

e Student exchange

e Joint supervision and publications

* Establishment of joint laboratories



Summary
EU Key points discussed:

Need for educational research

Access to cutting edge research publications

Technical cooperation in marine spatial planning
Identifying clusters and communities of similar interest
Sharing of information on the expatriates with the local
academic and research community

Collaborative research

Student exchange

Joint supervision and publications

Teaching on emerging technologies

Giving wider publicity for funding and other opportunities
through the digital platform
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Japan Key points discussed:
Possibilities for strengthening linkages among the
academic and research communities of both countries
through the Sakura Science Programme of the Japan

Science and Technology Agency (JST)
Environmental health assessment
Disaster risk reduction (DRR)
Agriculture

# Shanthi Mendis

Sudath C Siriwa...

Jagath Senanay...

Gowry Moorthy

MOHAMED SHI...

Development of low-cost laboratory equipment

Scienceware for schools in Sri Lanka
‘Academia ceylonica’



Way forward.....

* Aroadmap and programme will be developed shortly taking suggestions, comments and
proposals from expatriates into account.

* Key emphasis on high priority concerns in Sri Lankan context.
e Expatriate professionals of similar fields will be grouped together and;
- Knowledge sharing in those fields will be facilitated
- linked with the local academics and researchers to initiate
collaborative projects

This will be a formidable guiding force, a catalyst and a locomotive for
graduating Sri Lanka from the middle income levels (i.e. USD 4,000) to high
income category (i.e. USD 12,536) by 2035.
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