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RATIONALE 
 
The advancement of science and technology sector and application of the knowledge for socio-economic development in any country critically depends upon the extent to which the public understands in science and technology. Every individual needs to use scientific applications in day-to-day life. Therefore, it is important to ensure sufficient scientific literacy amongst the public of all ages, particularly school children and the young. Various types of publications play an important role in bringing science to the community. Hence, availability of scientific reading materials in local language is necessary to create interest and motivate community to learn Science. However, it is known fact that locally written reading materials in Sinhala and Tamil medium are not adequately available in the country. Therefore, the NSF identified this as an important problem and introduced a grant scheme to support local authors to publish their scientific reading materials including social science disciplines targeting a wider readership. Further, it will focus on increasing publications addressing local issues, transferring research findings, technology know-how to create awareness and fill knowledge gaps etc. The scheme only considers the creative and original work of authors.  
 

OBJECTIVES

1. To increase books written on scientific theories, concepts etc. based on simple laymen language to create interest and understanding among general public, especially the school community. 
2. To encourage potential writers to write on variety of topics relevant to science, emerging technologies, research in multidisciplinary subject areas including social sciences, especially addressing local needs in native language with a view to increase public awareness and to develop scientifically literate nation.
3. To increase the availability of locally written printed or on-line materials in Science and Technology on current issues of importance in globally or nationally.
4. Generate supplementary reading materials targeting school community.
5. To support printing of scientific fictions and story books. 
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	PROGRAMME GUIDELINES


Eligibility 

1) The following considerations will be made for awarding the grant 

	Eligible publications 
	Not eligible publications 

	books/monographs including reviews on specific scientific topics of current importance
	Books on highly academic or Subject specific targeting a narrow group of audience

	textbooks and supplementary reading material based on school curricular
	Any type of translations,

	Books to impart new knowledge, modern technologies 
	Any type of plagiarized or AI generated manuscripts

	handbooks/guides/checklists
	Previously published manuscripts

	Science activity books to support understanding of simple scientific concepts and Theories 
	

	Science fictions/ Science Story books
	



2) Science writers ranging from qualified scientists to other science communicators are welcome for this scheme. 

3) Manuscripts should be written in a standard acceptable language to be read and understood by a wider audience. 

4) Language edited manuscripts in any of the 3 languages are accepted. However, priority is given for the manuscripts written in Sinhala and Tamil.

5) Applications from the authors who have previously received the NSF Publication Grant will be reconsidered only after two years.
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	Process
6. Authors may apply for this scheme by sending an application with a copy of the manuscript (soft and hard), with signed author declaration and 03 quotations for printing and information of the previously supported publications from the NSF grant application process.

7. The grant will cover the cost of all stages of the publication process including (a)
Type setting (b) page designing and page setting (c) editing (d) preparation of the final camera-ready copy including cover page (e) Printing of the publication 

8. The revisions (major or minor related to the content) as requested by the reviewer will be conveyed to the author by the NSF. The author expects to attend all the revisions until the manuscript is acceptable to the NSF. 

9. Author should submit the final revised manuscript with the cover page withing 2 weeks of receiving the suggestions for revisions. The cover page should be designed in a way depicting the content of the manuscript and appealing to the readership. The NSF may suggest improvements to the cover page if the need arises. 

10. It is mandatory to include the NSF logo in prominent and appropriate position in the publication and to acknowledge NSF funding on a separate page along with the statement "This publication is fully sponsored by the National Science Foundation".

11. The book should contain the disclaimer "No responsibility is assumed by the NSF for statements and opinions expressed by the author/ contributors to this publication".

12. Author should obtain the ISBN number for the publication.

13. The author should provide a final dummy (content pages, acknowledgement page, disclaimer, and cover page) for final approval

14. Once approval is received, the author should sign an agreement with the NSF prior to the manuscript being printed.

15. The value of the grant will be decided by the NSF based on the budget estimate and quotations submitted by the author. It will not exceed Rs 500,000/-. Considering the changing of market value, it is advised author to resubmit 03 quotations from Printers after receiving the acceptance before signing the agreement. 

16. The book should be printed within two months of receiving the grant confirmation letter.




17. If the author fails to print the book which has been accepted by the NSF after completion of the reviewing process, the author should return the cost borne by the NSF for the reviewing process within 02 months of receiving the confirmation letter. Those who breach the agreement have a strong liability for not considering any applications for the NSF grants in future.

18. The copyright of the publication will remain with the author.

19. The value of the grant will be decided by the NSF based on the budget estimate and quotations submitted by the author and will not exceed Rs 500,000/-. Considering the changing of the market value, it is advised author to resubmit 03 quotations from Printers after receiving the acceptance before signing the agreement. 

20. The Grant will be given on reimbursed basis for the lowest quoted price from the three quotations submitted by the author. After printing the Book, the author should provide the printing invoice to the NSF to receive the reimbursement. 

21. The number of copies printed should be decided by the NSF considering the cost of publication and target audience.

22. The Maximum price of the publication should not exceed 1.5 times the printing cost per copy. The price of the book should be indicated on the back cover of the book.

23. The author should provide 30 copies of the publication to the NSF. 

24. The author is expected to distribute 25% of the remaining stock according to the distribution plan submitted to the NSF and for depositing two copies in national archives and the national library. 

25. The evidence for freely distributed copies should submitted to the NSF for its record purpose. 


26. The author should continue to report progress made on reprinting/sale/ free distribution of book for the information of the NSF Grant performance evaluation process. This will consider as a plus point for other subsequent applications made by the author. 


27. Further editions of the publication will not be supported by the NSF.
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OUTPUTS 

Increase the number of science writers/communicators in the country
Increase the locally written scientific reading materials


TARGERT GROUPS/BENEFICIARIES
The general public
School children and young citizens
Teachers
University students


	
Prepared by : Head/SCOD

	Authorized and issued by:

Signature: 
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